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Cited and Ranked
What holds true across every AI platform — and where you still have to decide for yourself.

FIXED RULES
APPLY AS WRITTEN

01 Structure for extraction.
Every section should stand alone — a system pulling just one
paragraph should still get the full point.

02 Schema confirms, it doesn't create.
Use markup to describe what's already true on the page, not to
manufacture visibility.

03 No JavaScript gatekeeping.
If content only renders client-side, most AI crawlers never see it.

04 Verify each platform, not once.
Optimizing for ChatGPT doesn't mean Perplexity — or even
ChatGPT's other modes — will follow.

05 Maintain before you create.
Losing a citation you already earned costs more than missing one
you never had.

06 Show real authorship.
Named experts with visible credentials earn trust AI systems
currently verify no other way.

07 Traditional SEO still applies.
Technical health, keyword research, and off-site authority remain the
foundation everything else sits on.

JUDGMENT CALLS
APPLY WITH STRATEGY

01
Declarative, not narrative.
State the claim first, then earn it — don't build
to the point, open with it.

02
Say something only you could say.
Competent but unoriginal content is the most
common failure mode.

THE NUMBER TO REMEMBER

as low as
16%
Source overlap between AI platforms.
Earning a citation on one platform tells
you almost nothing about the next —
which is why verification is a fixed rule,
not an optimization.

This is the short version. The full guide walks through worked examples, the reasoning behind each rule, and a
running list of AI-citation tracking tools — free to read or download at
modernostrategies.com  ·  Cited and Ranked
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